September 27, 2002 

New Booklet Aims to Protect SNRA Qualities 

A new booklet, What You Should Know About Private Land Ownership in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area, has been published jointly by the Sawtooth Society and U.S. Forest Service. Copies have been mailed to area landowners, realtors, architects and builders and are available without charge to the public upon request.

According to (insert name/title of Forest Service official), private land ownership within the boundaries of the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA) is influenced by factors not found elsewhere. The unique factors are set forth broadly in the federal law that established the SNRA and expanded upon in federal regulations for the use and development of private land. (Insert He/She) said that the law and regulations have been in effect for more than 25 years, but are unknown to some people and misunderstood by others.

Bob Hayes , executive director of the Sawtooth Society, said the booklet seeks to increase public awareness and understanding of the law and regulations, because they exist to ensure that the use and development of private land in the SNRA do not materially impair the area’s natural, historical and recreational qualities. He said the booklet provides a clear and concise narrative about the history of the SNRA, key provisions of the Private Land Regulations, the process for having property certified as conforming to the regulations and the use of conservation easements. It also includes a copy of the law that created the SNRA, the Private Land Regulations and a Forest Service document, Private Lands within the National Recreation Area – Understanding the Private Land Regulations. 

To request copies of What You Should Know About Private Land Ownership in the Sawtooth National Recreation Area, contact the U.S. Forest Service at 208/727-5000 or 208/774-3681, or the Sawtooth Society at 208/387-0852.
