May 14, 2004

Nominees Sought for Award Honoring Service to SNRA

The Sawtooth Society is accepting nominations for an award honoring people who perform exemplary service for the betterment of the natural, historical and recreational qualities of the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA).

Named for the Society’s founding president, The Bethine Church Award for Service to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area is awarded annually to individuals from the public and private sectors.

The public sector award, won last year by Bernice Hartz, is made to someone whose work is performed as an employee of local, state or federal government agency. The private sector award, won last year by Laurii Gadwa, is given to a person whose effort is performed as an employee of a private organization, or as a volunteer.

Anyone may nominate candidates for the award by submitting an application to the Society. Led by Society board member Sandy Vail, a committee of Society directors and members will review the applications and select the winning candidates. Winners will receive their awards at a ceremony sponsored by the Society.

Applications are due by June 30, 2004. Application forms are available by writing the Sawtooth Society at PO Box 268, Boise, Idaho 83701, calling 208/387-0852 or logging onto www.sawtoothsociety.com
April 22, 2004

Sawtooth Society Makes Grants for SNRA

The Sawtooth Society has awarded the U.S. Forest Service $14,500 for projects in the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA).

The projects include:

o $2,000 for visitor information services at the popular Galena Overlook;

o $1,200 for trail maintenance to be performed by volunteers from the National Smokejumpers' Association;

o $2,000 for an interpretive display about mountain goats, their habitat and how humans traveling in the backcountry can avoid disturbing them;

o $4,700 for continued implementation of the Sawtooth Winter Recreation Partnership, a program that reduces conflicts between motorized and non-motorized recreationists;

o $4,600 for bridge reconstruction along Benedict Creek trail in the Sawtooth Mountains.

The grants were made from proceeds generated by the sale of the special Idaho motor vehicle license plate that supports recreation-related projects in the SNRA. The Society manages the license plate program under a contract with the Department of Parks and Recreation.

November 19, 2003

Custer County Search and Rescue Receives Grant

Custer County Search and Rescue has received a $3,000 grant to purchase four global positioning systems, two rope rescue packs and one laptop computer. The equipment will be used to aid local search and rescue operations.

The grant was made by the Sawtooth Society from funds generated by the sale of a special Idaho motor vehicle license plate that features a mountain goat against a background of alpine peaks. The Society manages the license plate program under a contract with the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation. All grants must be used for recreation-related projects benefiting those who use the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation Area.

The most recent grant is the second financial award made by the Society to Custer County Search and Rescue. In 2002, the unit received $3,500 for the purchase of a trailer to transport all terrain vehicles, snowmobiles and other emergency equipment.

News Announcement

For Immediate Release

Sawtooth Society Announces New Awards of $42,000 from “Goat” License Plate Funds for SNRA Recreation Projects

The Sawtooth Society recently awarded $42,194 for 13 projects that benefit visitors to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area. 

The grants were made through a program funded by sales of a special Idaho motor vehicle license plate that features a mountain goat against a backdrop of alpine peaks. The Society manages the program, free of charge, under a contract with the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

Society Executive Director Bob Hayes said grants were made this summer to the following organizations:

Blaine County Recreation District  -- $2,000 for maintaining cross-country ski trails in the vicinity of Alturas Lake

Friends of the SNRA Avalanche Center -- $3,000 for backcountry travel advisories

National Smokejumpers Association -- $1,125 for maintaining trails in the White Cloud Mountains

Salmon River Clinic -- $3,456 for hand-held portable radios to be used by volunteer emergency medical technicians (EMTs); and $4,500 for EMT training.

Sawtooth Community Recreation Partnership -- $1,125 for information kiosks and signs that inform winter recreationists of areas that are open exclusively to motorized or non-motorized transport, and those areas that are closed to public use

Sawtooth Valley Rural Fire Department -- $688 for global positioning system (GPS) units to aid volunteer search and rescue personnel
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U.S. Forest Service -- $8,800 for maintaining trails in the Sawtooth, White Cloud and Boulder Mountains; $4,900 for a mounted backcountry ranger; $4,800 for information kiosks along highways 75 and 21; $3,500 for all-weather maps in the Sawtooth Wilderness Area; $2,500 to support a volunteer at the Bowery Guard Station and $1,800 for “Leave No Trace” education.

Since the inception of the “goat” license plate program in 2000, Hayes reported that approximately $90,000 has been awarded for recreation enhancement in the SNRA.

The Sawtooth Society is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that helps protect the 756,000-acre Sawtooth National Recreation Area. For more information: write PO Box 268, Boise, Idaho 83701; call 208-387-0852; or log onto www.sawtoothsociety.org
Contact:

Bob Hayes

208-387-0852

October 6, 2003

News Announcement

Bethine Church SNRA Award Winners Honored

For Immediate Release

Stanley – Laurii Gadwa and Bernice Hartz, both of Stanley, were presented Saturday, September 6, with the Sawtooth Society’s inaugural Bethine Church Award for Service to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA).

The award was established to annually honor individuals from the private and public sectors that have performed exemplary service in support of the natural, historical and recreational qualities of the 756,000-acre SNRA. The awards were presented at a dinner ceremony in the Sawtooth Valley. Approximately 50 well-wishers attended the event.

“The process of selecting the award recipients has reminded us all of the many people that are deeply devoted to the SNRA and who give enormous amounts of time, energy and creativity to the area,” said Sandy Vail, chair of the award selection committee. “Choosing only two award winners was extremely difficult.”

Gadwa, recognized for her wide-ranging volunteerism, received the private sector award. She was instrumental in forming the Sawtooth Interpretive and Historical Association and in creating the association’s museum in Stanley. She has also served as president of the Sawtooth Mountain Mamas which, through its annual July Arts and Crafts Festival and other activities, helps fund important community services in the SNRA. Gadwa’s service has also extended to school and library boards and in promoting family education and support.

“Laurii has helped bring the region’s rich history to life,” said Vail. “She also enriches the lives of area residents and visitors by securing important community services.”

Hartz received the public sector award for her 27-year association with the Redfish Lake Visitors Center. Starting as a seasonal Forest Service employee in 1976, she is currently an interpretive 
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specialist and manager of the center. Hartz initiated the Sawtooth Junior Ranger Newspaper Program to instill in children an appreciation for the unique qualities of the SNRA, and has been instrumental in coordinating interpretive programs with local and state government agencies. She also volunteers with the Stanley Chamber of Commerce and is a member of the Stanley Gem Community Committee.

“We learned,” said Vail, “that Bernie is synonymous the Redfish Lake Visitors Center. She has tremendous energy and tirelessly shares her knowledge of the area. She has greatly enhanced the experiences of thousands of SNRA visitors.”

Also nominated for the award were: Gary Gadwa, of Stanley, for his many outdoor safety classes and community service; David Keiski, of Sawtooth City, for his work with the Ski and Snowmobile Task Force in the Sawtooth Valley and his grooming of cross-country ski trails; Ben and Mickey Knodel, of Twin Falls, for serving as voluntary Forest Service campground hosts in the SNRA, Julie Meissner, of Stanley, for her leadership in the Sawtooth Ski Club and coordination of the club with local, state and federal government agencies; and Claudia Walsworth, of Ketchum, for her multi-year project documenting the cultural and rural historic development of the SNRA.

The Sawtooth Society is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that is dedicated to protecting the 756,000-acre SNRA. For more information, write PO Box 268, Boise, Idaho 83701, call 208/387-0852 or log onto www.sawtoothsociety.org.

###

Contact:

Sandy Vail – 208/774-2973   
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News Announcement
Award to Honor Service to SNRA

May 8, 2003 -- The Sawtooth Society has established an award to

honor people who perform exemplary service for the betterment of
the natural, historical and recreational qualities of the 756,000-acre
Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA).

Named for the Society’s founding president, The Bethine Church
Award for Service to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area, will be
awarded annually to an individual from the public sector and an
individual from the private sector. The public sector award will be
made to someone whose work was performed as an employee of a
local, state or federal government agency. The private sector award
will be given to a person whose effort was performed as an
employee of a private organization, or as a volunteer:

Any individual may nominate candidates for the award by
submitting an application to the Society. A committee of Society
directors and members will review the applications and select the
winning candidates. Winning candidates will receive their awards at
a ceremony sponsored by the Society.

Applications are due by June 30, 2003. Application forms are
available by contacting the Sawtooth Society, at PO Box 268,
Boise, Idaho 83701, 208/387-0852 or sawsocty@mindspring.com.
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